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SUBJECT: DEATH OF WILFRED PERERA 
REF: COLOMBO 1953 

1. DEPARTMENT HAS INFORMED GLEN WATTS, GENERAL SECRETARY, 
COMMUNICATIONS WORKERS OF AMERICA AND HARRY GOLDBURG, 
INTERNATIONAL DEPARTMENT AFL-CIO OF PERERA'S DEATH. 

2. EMBASSY REQUESTED TO CONVEY FOLLOWING MESSAGE FROM FSO 
JAMES LEADER TO UPALI JAYASEKERA, GENERAL SECRETARY, UPTO. 

3. BEGIN QUOTE: DEAR UPALI: I WAS GRIEVED TO LEARN 

OF WILFRED PERERA'S PASSING. PLEASE CONVEY TO THE OFFICERS 
AND MEMBERS OF THE UPTO AND TO MRS. PERERA AND CHILDREN 
MY DEEPEST SYMPATHY AND CONDOLENCES. 

4. I KNOW WILFRED S LEADERSHIP, INTEGRITY AND DEVOTION TO 
SOCIAL JUSTICE WILL BE SORELY MISSED BY THE UPTO, BY THE 
CEYLON WORKING CLASS AND BY HIS COUNTRYMEN. THE INTER- 
NATIONAL TRADE UNION MOVEMENT IN WHICH HE PLAYED AN 
IMPORTANT ROLE WILL SHARE YOUR GRIEF AND SENSE OF LOSS. 

HE NOW PASSES FROM HIS ROLE AS HISTORY-MAKER INTO HISTORY 
ITSELF. 
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4. FOR ME, I HAVE LOST A GOOD FRIEND WHOM I ADMIRED AND 
RESPECTED. I WAS SORRY THAT I COULD NOT PHYSICALLY JOIN 
YOU TO PAY HOMAGE TO WILFRED BUT I WAS WITH YOU IN SPIRIT. 

I KEEP WITH ME THE HAPPY MEMORIES OF MANY HOURS SPENT 
WITH WILFRED IN WHICH HE CONVEYED TO ME BOTH HIS WISDOM 
ON CEYLONESE LABOR AFFAIRS AND HIS LOVE OF JUSTICE. 

SINCERELY, JIM LEADER, SRI LANKA COUNTRY OFFICER, US 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE. END QUOTE. ROGERS 
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